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cent, on account of bad cooling arrangements, 62 per cent, were due to faulty
sterilisation, 48 per cent, due to dirty utensils, 28 per cent, due to bad
buildings and 15 per cent, to poor water supplies. It was obvious from
the results of the trial period that the methods employed at the point
of production were of the highest importance in obtaining milk of good
keeping quality and this fact has already received considerable emphasis
earlier in this volume.
It must be stressed that the Scheme was essentially an extension of com-
mercial relations between buyer and seller and any requirements of the Food
and Drugs Act, 1938 or of any Orders or Regulations relating to milk were in
no way altered or over-ridden. Responsibility for administration of the
Scheme rested with the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries and the
necessary arrangements were brought into operation as quickly as possible.
While its aims were commercial in application, there is no doubt that the
Scheme assisted in attaining cleaner milk ; particularly would this have been
so if price differentiation on a quality basis operating with the rejection of
unsuitable milk supplies had been put into effect. The success of the pro-
posals depended upon the fullest co-operation between Provincial Advisory
Bacteriologists and Provincial Supervisors, who represented the Ministry
of Agriculture and Fisheries, Medical Officers of Health and Sanitary Inspec-
tors who represented local authorities and the Advisory Staffs of County
Agricultural Executive Committees. Sub-Committees of the latter bodies
in various counties have handled the problems which arose out of the
application of the Scheme, and, on the majority of these, the three interested
parties mentioned were represented, to the mutual advantages of all con-
cerned. Indeed, the Minister of Health and the Minister of Agriculture and
Fisheries recommended that public health officials should be co-opted to
serve on such sub-committees in every county and this was the general
practice.
An interchange of views and assistance was generally necessary and
none of those interested in the work could operate in a satisfactory manner
without the other. Advisory work was found to be useless in dealing with
some producers, in which case the milk contracts of these offenders were
cancelled or the statutory powers provided have been employed. Primarily,
the Scheme envisaged a considerable amount of advisory work in which public
health officers could have rendered good service but which has been chiefly
the duty of County Advisory Staffs. While it was essential in the interests of
all concerned and of the consuming public to secure as much clean milk as
possible, production and distribution were not simplified by shortage of
labour or materials, and the post-war difficulties of replacement and repair.
The fact that many producers have, since the commencement of the War,
entered the liquid milk market for the first time, has required the greatest
concentration upon methods and cleanliness, and it should always be borne
in mind that it is a waste of time and money to produce milk unless it possesses
a satisfactory keeping quality. The Scheme also included arrangements for
churn and milk plant testing and for advisory work in connection therewith.
The Minister of Health asked for the co-operation of local authorities in
working the Scheme and particularly in collection of samples from producer-
retailers, as and when required, once the plans outlined were fully developed.
It was further, repeatedly emphasised, that none of the statutory powers
of local authorities as regards handling, processing or conveyance of milk
were abrogated by the proposals put forward. Emphasis was always